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				The Emperor Palpatine relied heavily on people of wicked character to help carry out his reign of terror against the people of the Force. His most effective assistants were Grand Moff Tarkin, governor of the Outland Regions, and Darth Vader, the Dark Lord of the Sith.

				Governor Tarkin and Darth Vader possessed a brand of wickedness that bears sharp resemblance to a demonic duo the Bible tells us will appear in the end times, immediately in the years before Christ’s second coming. These two infamous men of prophecy are best known as the Antichrist and the False Prophet.

				As the two bases of the name “antichrist” indicate, this per-son will be against Jesus Christ. He and his sidekick, the False Prophet, will fill the world with wickedness as adversaries of 
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				Christ and His followers, and all Jews who will be looking for the coming of their Messiah.

				Common Origins

				Governor Tarkin rose up from the people of the Old Republic, which was without question the most powerful governmental force in all the known star system. Though many people in those early days followed the ways of the Force, Tarkin was an atheist in that he did not believe the Force was anything more than a myth.

				The Antichrist of the Bible, in like manner, will rise to power through the government of the mightiest nation on the face of the earth (Revelation 13:1, 17:3, 9-13). He will not be elected President of his country in the normal way (by popular vote), but will get into office as the result of a conspiracy, the nucleus of which will be ten politicians, industrialists and financiers (Dan-iel 11:21; Revelation 17:12-13. See also Daniel 8:8, 11; 1 Peter 5:13; Revelation 13:1-3, 17-18).

				The prophet Daniel pictured the Antichrist as a monstrous king who, though of Jewish parentage, will be an atheist (Daniel 11:36-37). Daniel saw many characteristics of the Antichrist in the ancient enemy of the Jews, Antiochus Epiphanes: proud and arrogant, dealing in secrecy and deceiving people with ambig-uous speech. A brilliant intellectual, he will possess both super-natural and political power (Daniel 8:23-25). The apostle John in the book of Revelation added another characteristic of the Antichrist—the fact that his name will be calculated to have the numerical value of 666 (Revelation 13:18).

				Just as Governor Tarkin called upon Darth Vader to use su-pernatural powers to accomplish his evil plans, the Bible tells us that Satan will give the Antichrist his “power and his throne and great authority,” and that the False Prophet will perform many supernatural feats (Revelation 13. See also 17:8, 11, 13, 17; 2 Thessalonians 2:6-8).

				Reign Over Babylon

				The Governor’s strategy called for gaining control over his out-
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				land district of the Republic, which was the most powerful dis-trict in all the Republic. From there, he would conquer the rebel base of the Alliance with his awful planet destroyer, the Death Star. And, after that? Who knows? Perhaps he would even at-tempt to overthrow the Emperor in an effort to take over the reigns of government of the entire Republic.

				The treacherous way in which Tarkin betrayed a tentative peace agreement with Princess Leia only amplified the dark evil in his heart. He definitely was not a man to be trusted.

				Satan’s strategy for the Antichrist is strikingly similar. First, the Antichrist will become head of the mightiest nation on the face of the earth through a ten-man conspiracy of strong leaders in industry, commerce and finance. This nation is symbolically called “Mystery Babylon the Great” in the Bible. Once the most blessed by God of all nations, Babylon will quit using its wealth for God’s purposes and instead use it for selfish gratification. In the end, Babylonians will turn away from God and actually worship Satan and his Antichrist!

				The second phase of Satan’s strategy calls for the Antichrist to gain control over the tiny nation of Israel. He will do this by signing a deceptive peace treaty in the Middle East which will allow him to introduce his “peace-keeping” troops into the region. But after three and a half years, he will break the peace treaty and expose his plan for world domination (Jeremiah 50-51; Daniel 9:27; Revelation 17.

				Religious Persecution 

				Governor Tarkin was determined to wipe out every person in the galactic system who believed in what he called the “mythical” Force. Darth Vader, who well understood the power of the su-pernatural, was the governor’s number one agent for stamping out the strong religious remnant. The galactic war was based on both political and religious issues, but no matter how much mil-itary might the Imperial government brought against the great-ly outnumbered forces of the Alliance, it could not succeed in stamping them out. Tarkin’s great hope lay in the success of the 
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				Death Star.

				The Antichrist will carry out his vengeance against Christ by persecuting and killing His followers on earth during the last half of his seven-year reign (Daniel 8:25; Revelation 11:7, 13:7, 10, 15, 17:14). And just as Darth Vader’s supernatural powers were used by Tarkin, so will the False Prophet use his supernat-ural powers from Satan to assist the Antichrist in his quest for world political, economical and religious domination (Revela-tion 13:13-18).

				Emperor Worship

				The Antichrist’s Middle East peace treaty will perhaps make it possible for Jews to rebuild their Holy Temple atop the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, where the Arab’s Dome of the Rock Shrine now occupies some of the space. This Temple will be the loca-tion for the resumption of sacrifices and offerings, as these rites were discontinued after the Romans destroyed the second Tem-ple in A.D. 70. But midway through his reign, the Antichrist will call a halt to the Temple sacrifices and offerings. He will set up his own throne in the Temple, calling himself God, and demand-ing that everyone worship him under the penalty of economic restrictions and even death (Daniel 9:27; 2 Thessalonians 2:4).

				Things will begin to go awry in the kingdom of the Antichrist, however. Babylon’s economy will falter, the martyrdom of Christ’s followers will only be an inspiration and a witness to others to believe in and follow Christ, and several world powers will threaten his position in the Middle East. Much trouble will lie ahead for this man who-would-be-god.

				 * * * * *
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